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Policy in Micaragua 
fi egregious faiiure’ 


By PAUL MANLEY 

ef Th* Oregonian suff 

Ap invasion of Nicaragua would 
cost 20,000 U.S. casualties, including 
an estimated 5,000 dead, a former 
c ^ tral Iote lligence Aeencv’ää ÜTCcT 
luJii a Rortiana aucüence at the Nortii" 
west Service Center Monday nieht 
V David C. MacMichael, who re, 
signea irorii tne UA in mid-1983 h* . 

, dáuse ot disagreement over U.S. policv • 
jn.Cg Ptrai America, cited a 
> town Umversity analvsls as tbe sour rp 
^- gtthe casuaity e stimate. “ 

“Spuusui s of his Portland talk were i 
the Worid. Affairs Councii of Oregon 
and the Eugene-based Council on Hu- I 
man Rights í or Latän America. 

The gray-haired MacMichael, who 
marched in front of the U.S. embassy i 
in Managua to protest U.S. support íor 
anti-government rebels there, said I- 
Nicaragua is not arming to attack its 

neighbors. Rather, remembering a his- 

t°ry that inciudes previous occupa- 
tions by U.S. forces, Nicaraguans are 
arming to defend themselves against a 1 
U.S. attack, he said. 

In contrast to ciaims made by tbe i 
Reagan administration, MacMichael 
said, “Human rigbts are far better ob- 
served in Nicaragua than elsewhere” 
in Latin America. 

'Nondescript poiicy’ 

“It is not going too far (to say) that 
this admmistration, in pursuing its 
nondescript policy in Nicaragua . . .. 
has made this country . . . look petty, 
mendacious, arrogant and builying” in 
the eyes of the rest of the world, he 
declared. i 


bui oi one sentence" was 
"CDT censors from hi« ñ 


Httreo iexu . ~ 

MacMichael, who served as a U.S 
Marines officer for 10 years including 
active duty in the Korean War, earned 
adoctorate in history at the University 
of Ot*Son and later was a visiting 
professor at U O before becoming a 
CIA mteliigence analvst in mid-l fl«T 
Trom i»Kb-/b he Was á fes&ff£EIF 
with the SRI International consuiting 
firm, where be analyzed counterinsur- 
gency strategy in Thailand. 

‘Egregious failure’ 

He said U.S. poh'cy toward Nicara- 
gua “has been an égregious failure” 
and urged the administration to “steo 
back” and allow the Centrai Ámerican 


. A g an gz -C I A ^employee, MacMi - 
cnaei saio, ne must submit to the C ÍA 
the texts_ot nis speeches or published 
arti^i£sr-‘T rie ägencv has been~ver v 
fair ín apiaing by its own rules w ith 

a s h .gr ™ 



DAVID C. MacMICHAEL 


— — - ■••wvitiivi _ • »'■ 

nations who are directly Inväík’kiÍÍL 
work out matters. 

“Really, the only Ui. csoeeá i»E :; 
that no foreign military bases br 
tablished in Central America," Mac 
chaelsaid. . . . 

He said many observers agrre äuk £’ 
U.S. support for antí-got'enunent r^- 
bels in Nicaragua, “far froa wcake*. 1 ' 
ing the Sandinista regime, fcai^'f'- 
strengthened support" íor tbe Mas** irív 
gua govemment ' k *. 

The vast majority of peopk staJnf’, 
by the U.S.-financed rebels báve 
civilians, MacMichael said, anda UsgtS** 
proportion of the dead kn 
women and children. 

“Our government — yomÜtr^ 
mine' — supports the equvalct tít. 
taking out three civilians (picketfi ti 
random each day, and killing thca." r 
hesaid. 


“This is not the way I beüm tsyt*’’ 
country carries out its diplomatíc 
lations) with aíother countiy.TL-— - * w 
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